
 

Dear Members and Friends of our New Zealand Communities 
How do we respond within our communities to the spread of the corona virus?  At 
the time of writing to you there is only one infected person in New Zealand, but this 
can change quickly.  Every day we hear from all over the world how the virus is 
spreading and how many people have died because of it.  However, even faster than 
the virus itself are the news updates going around the world; and equally quick is its 
effect upon human souls in the form of fear and upon our worldwide economy. 
What can we do?  Of course we will do anything possible to stop the virus from 
spreading even further, which means that we will comply with any directions by 
local authorities or by our government.  This however, does not mean that we will 
have to give in to the voice of fear.  Our task is always to look for the middle 
between two extremes.  Between fear and thoughtless recklessness we look for 
thoughtful courage and responsible action.   
What we can learn from this virus is that we are all over the world connected with 
one another.  One virus appearing in a city far away in China has now a big effect 
upon all of us.  People are asked to isolate one-self.  While this is sensible and 
helpful we also need to look at what this gesture is telling us.  We separate from 
one another to prevent the virus from spreading.  This is the same as what fear is 
doing to our lives.  It leads to more isolation.  What we attempt to do in our 
communities is the exact opposite.  We come together to celebrate the Divine in our 
midst.  Not only illness is infectious but also health.  While fear weakens the 
immune system, faith, love and hope strengthen it.  We celebrate our Sacraments so 
that Christ can be in our midst, within each one of us.  I do not want to be guided 
by the voice of fear, but by love.  In the third part of the Act of Consecration of 
Man the priest opens his arms, reaching out beyond himself.  We pray to Christ to 
be present within us so that our hearts can be filled with peace, so that our power of 
will be strengthened and that we may be able to unite with humankind.  Always 
again we strengthen ourselves and our immune system by uniting with Christ who 
is the spiritual source of health.  We will not stop doing this unless the risk of 
spreading the virus would be prohibitive.  As in every service it is for everyone to 
decide for themselves whether to have communion in physical or in spiritual form.  
It is true we are connected all around the world.  We will therefore do our best not 
to spread illness but to spread health.  The more sincerely we pursue our spiritual 
life, the more the forces of moral strength and health can be at work around the 
world.    
On a more personal note I would like to report that while I am waiting for more test 
results regarding my health, I am doing my very best to improve and I am feeling 
mostly quite well.  To regain my health I am working this year mostly out of 
Auckland.  This is only possible because of Cheryl Prigg and Elke Baublies doing 
all the travelling.  I am most grateful to their support as well as to your 
understanding and patience.   
Because of being in Auckland for a whole year, we could start in February with the 
first weekend of our pro-seminar.  To deepen our religious understanding and 
practice we are exploring the theme of “The Priesthood of All within the New 
Mysteries”.  Should you be interested, please do not hesitate to contact me and to 
possibly join us for the next time.   
With the very best wishes for the coming Passiontide and Easter, 
        Hartmut Borries 
 

 THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY AUCKLAND 
Newsletter & Programme 

                             from March to May 2020 

TRINITY – PASSIONTIDE– EASTER - ASCENSION 
      
    
 
 

Management Committee of 
the Auckland community: 
Kate Korver 816 8350 
Hartmut Borries 021 259 8555 
Loretto Cairns 027 288 5009 
Peter Sargent 022 067 5085 
Dmitry Pavlenko 021 165 0806 
Chreryl Prigg 021 023 20932 
 
Auckland Treasurer  
Rosser Thornley 021-2983321 
 
Newsletter/Programme  
Hartmut Borries 09 525 2305 
Chreryl Prigg 021 023 20932 
 
Servers  
Who would like to organize them? 
 
Flowers 
Loretto Cairns 636 4774 
 
Maintenance 
Dmitry Pavlenko 021 165 0806 
 
Vestry  
Maureen Jaggard 8131377 
 
Garden  
Peter Sargent 022 067 5085 
 
Music  
Peter Patterson  817 8360 
 
Social Care Coordinator 
Heather McKay 0275727257 
 
National Council Rep. 
Peter Sargent 022 067 5085 
 
Priests Working in Auckland  
Hartmut Borries work 5252305 
Cheryl Prigg 021 023 20932 
 
Active Retired Priests 
Kevin Coffey 09 816 9272 
Elke Baublies 06 651 1774 
 
Our Web Site 
www.thechristiancommunity.
net 
 
Priests away from Auckland: 
 
Cheryl: 
 26/3-2/4  in Melbourne 
17/4-19/4  in Wellington 
30-31/5 in Hawkes Bay 

http://www.thechristiancommunity.net/
http://www.thechristiancommunity.net/


 

NEWS FROM THE REGION... 
 

NATIONAL COUNCIL REPORT 
 FEBRUARY 28 – MARCH 1, 2020 
 
REPORTS FROM CENTRES AND PRIESTS: 
The core benefit of these meetings is that representatives from Auckland, Hawkes Bay, Wellington and 
Christchurch come together with priests to share reports about their congregations, and to share the joys and 
concerns of community life. 
Priests report on their work and their situations to the Council.  There is also a Lenker’s report bringing back 
a glimpse of what’s happening in The Christian Community worldwide and in our Australia-New Zealand 
Region, and initiatives in the priest circle. 
FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
 Annual and progress reports of the National Account financial status are given at each meeting by our 
dedicated and capable and hardworking treasurer Rodnie Whitlock.  Rodnie is co-opted by the Council for 
her expertise as treasurer.   This is essential.  Responsible and accountable management of the national 
finances is a central role of the Council. 
In 2019  ‘Pass The Bowl’ was a fundraising initiative instigated by the Council to address a projected deficit 
for the year with another full-time community priest (Cheryl Prigg) commencing work in NZ at the end of 
April. 
The National Council identified there was a confusing lack of clarity about a bequest of $96,000 deposited 
years ago in the National Account from a member who lived in the Wellington area.  The Council invited 
members of the Wellington Committee to attend this Council meeting to be held end of February 2020 to 
seek clarity about the intended purpose of the bequest.  Cheryl Nekvapil conducted a ‘U’ process, as 
outlined in Otto Sharma’s work, which led to a decision that the bequest would be administered by the 
National Council for the benefit of the country. 
The treasurer’s annual report covered in accurate and clear detail the financial matters that are overseen by 
the Council. 
The Council offers their heartfelt thanks to you, the congregations and individuals who financially support 
The Christian Community in New Zealand as our current form is sustained by these donations, and demands 
sustained focus from donors and the Council. 
 
PROPERTIES: 
It is also the task of the National Council to oversee and sometimes action management of the Wallath Road 
property, the Auckland church, the Hawke’s Bay church – ‘Rangimarie’.  Many thanks to Peter Sargent, 
Dmitry Pavlenko, Martin Mallow, members of the Hawke’s Bay community, Rodnie Whitlock and our 
priests for their attention to all these matters. 
Maintenance issues with any of the premises have been reported and appropriate action approved by the 
Council, and where necessary, funded from the National Account eg an upgraded heating system for the 
Auckland church, and pending insulation and heating upgrade at the Wallath Road premises. 
 
PRIEST’S NEEDS:  
In this past year, two cars were sold, and a Nissan Leaf purchased, which has led to great savings in petrol 
costs and carbon emissions. Cheryl Prigg brought her Toyota Corolla from Australia.  All vehicle expenses 
are covered by the Auckland community. 
 
This report was read at the Annual General Meeting in Auckland on 1st March 2020. 
 
Special Sacraments 
 
Baptisms: 
In Auckland: Oliver Alexander Eichblatt was baptized on 22 December 2019 
In Christchurch:  Ema Marie Ishikawa was baptized on 26 January 2020 
      Bence Martinka was baptized on 8 March 2020 



 

 
Membership 
In Auckland: Heidrun Leonard became a member on 1 March 2020 
 
 
Christchurch 
 
We are very much enjoying our visits from Cheryl every two months, and have good numbers attending 
talks and services.  Last time Cheryl was here we had a baptism, with a wonderful crowd of family and 
friends attending.  There will be another baptism this coming weekend. 
Sadly, it looks as though a confirmation class may be in doubt - as we are short of children at that age 
willing or able to be part of it. 
Our carrying group is enthusiastic but small, and has been challenged by health issues - and old age.  We 
have good ideas, like meeting regularly between priest's visits, but so far we manage only our regular 
monthly gospel study, attended by a few faithful.  A choir has started meeting fortnightly on Sunday 
mornings; mostly Christian Community members and friends. 
We have hopes of attracting more helpers to plan and carry out festivals.   Somehow we do manage to 
celebrate them anyway!  And we have high hopes of some fun games evenings in the winter months! 
              Paddy Gilgenberg 
 
Hawkes Bay 
 
We have been blessed with regular services every month for over a year again now, with it alternating since 
last July between Cheryl Prigg and Elke Baubles. 
Over Christmas, Midnight mass was held and services held for Children and Adults on Christmas Day. 
People took initiative to meet and read together over the 12 Holy nights. 
Devotional gatherings have faded out with not enough help given for them to continue at present. 
As some of you will have heard, we had a very unpleasant event happen in October, where Rangimarie was 
broken into. It has been an incredible blessing, that everything taken, including the gold chalice, was found 
by police and returned. A few dedicated members gave many hours to sort the mess. This also included 
organising to have a safe installed, which now houses our most valuable items. 
Since Christmas we had the delightful visit from Martin and Ruth Wittchow. With a full programme of two 
christenings, services, potluck dinner, music and a talk given from Martin, a very special and well attended 
weekend was had. Then thanks to a new initiative the weekend after, a concert with supper was held, with 
many there. 
As heartening as it is to see these good turn outs, the three to sometimes maximum five committee members 
have felt down hearted because of the lack of help required behind the scenes, including very little help 
when once or twice a working bee is called for. 
The beautiful Rangimarie building and grounds need work and the lack of help from the community, lead 
the committee to meet and to explore options, not only how to find more help, but also how can we reduce 
the work load ? 
Out of this, the future of Rangimarie buildings and property up keep was "aired" at the recent National 
Council meetings, with suggestions of do we perhaps need to subdivide off the back part of the section, or 
sell even everything ??? 
Anyhow interestingly enough after this low for the committee, since having written this report, we now have 
two new tenants wishing to camp out the back of the property, including the use of the Community kitchen. 
The new tenants are Helin and daughter Acaciah from Wellington, Acaciah is now going to Taikura R.S.S 
and we welcome Hannah with children Susie and Peter. 
Acaciah willingly accepted to be our new lawn mowing person and Janet Galloway continues her amazing 
work with the memorial garden and gardens out the front of the property for very little remuneration. Then 
we have a couple of other members who are not involved on the committee, but come regularly to help with 
cleaning duties of the house, which has been amazing. 
              Martin Mallow
  



 

 
 
 

 
‘The priesthood of all within the new mysteries’ 

Monthly seminars Auckland 
 

Dear New Zealand members and friends, 
 
Having successfully completed our first Proseminar weekend in February, we wish to warmly invite you to 
participate in our Proseminar weekends throughout 2020, with Hartmut Borries, Cheryl Prigg and visiting 
international colleagues. 
 
In esoteric cultures people have been aware of the divine flame being present in every human being.  This 
flame is always under threat.  Therefore, we want to develop the ‘Priesthood of All’, to strengthen our 
relationship with the divine, with one another and with the earth.   These weekends are for all, not only for 
those considering a path to priesthood in the future. 
 
Dates:       April                 3 -  5 
    May                  8 - 10 
    June             19 - 21 
    July              24 - 26 
    August        28 – 30 
    September   25 – 27 
    October   30 – November 1 
 
Weekends begin Friday evenings at 6pm with a shared dinner and conclude on Sundays at 2pm.  Our 
intention is to deepen our understanding of Christology and Anthroposophy. 
 
Attendance is by registration and donation, from $50 to $150 for each weekend. 
For further information, or to register, please email Hartmut at hartmutborries@gmail.com 
 
With warm greetings and enthusiasm, 
Hartmut and Cheryl 
 
 
 

 
 

               The river never drinks its own water. 
               The tree never tastes its own fruit. 
               The field never consumes its own harvest. 
               They selflessly strive for the well being 
               of all those round them. 
                                                       Proverb, Rajasthan 
 
  Only your donations to The Christian 

  Community make our work possible. 
  We are most grateful for your support. 
  A regular monthly donation is best … 

 
The bank details are:  

The ChristianCommunity Inc. 
Bank: Westpac Branch: Remuera 

Account: 03 0259 011273004 
 

  

mailto:hartmutborries@gmail.com


 

                     

THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY AUCKLAND  
                 Program: March - May 2020 

                   TRINITY – PASSIONTIDE – HOLY WEEK - EASTER – ASCENSION 
 

      Services & events are at 10 Rawhiti Rd, One Tree Hill – Tel: 525 2305 
 

                       
                          TRINITY 
   

Sunday 8 March - TRINITY 
  9.45am Prayer Circle 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  - Matthew 17: 1-13 
11.30am  In Conversation with one another led by Michael Burton:   
                             ‘World Government or Sovereign Nations?’ we will study an article by Terry Boardman 

Article link:    http://threeman.org/?author=2 
 

Wednesday 11 March 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man 
11.30am  Gospel Study – The Book of Revelation 
 
           

PASSIONTIDE 
 
       Sunday 15 March - PASSIONTIDE 

  9.45am Prayer Circle 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  - Luke 11: 14-36 

       11.30am Workshop and conversation with Eva Knausenberger: 
   ‘The Hidden Power of Memory - a Source of Inspiration or a Prison of the Mind?’ 
 

Wednesday 18 March 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am       Gospel Study – The Book of Revelation 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   BookFairCafe 
      9.00am – 12.00pm  SATURAY MARCH 21 

 
SPECIAL FEATURES:   Organic coffee and cakes 
Quality books on spirituality and religion, nature, science, nutrition, biographies and more. 
 
Setting up will begin Friday at midday. 
Helpers are needed to bake for the coffee shop and serve on the day, and to packing up  
 
Please contact Hartmut or Cheryl for details.  All book donations welcome. 
 
 
 

    
 

 



 

          Sunday 22 March - PASSIONTIDE 
             9.45am      Prayer Circle 
         10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man  - John 6: 1-15 
               11.30am     In conversation with one another:  ‘Protecting the Sacredness of Sleep’ 
 

Wednesday 25 March 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Gospel Study – The Book of Revelation 

 
Sunday 29 March – PASSIONTIDE 
  9.45am      Prayer Circle 
10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man  - John 8: 1-12 
11.30am     Study of our Passiontide Epistles 
 
          Wednesday 1 April 
         10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man 
         11.30am     Gospel Study – The Book of Revelation 
 
‘THE PRIESTHOOD OF ALL WITHIN THE NEW MYSTERIES:   MONTHLY SEMINARS 
 6.00pm         Friday April 3 until 2.00pm Sunday April 5 
 
 

          HOLY WEEK 
 

Sunday 5 April – PALM SUNDAY 
  9.45am       Prayer Circle 
10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man  - Matthew 21: 1-11 
11.30am      ‘The Mysteries of Evil’ 
 

Monday 6 April 
10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am       ‘The Mysteries of Evil’ 
 
Tuesday 7 April 
10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am       ‘The Mysteries of Evil’ 
 
Wednesday  8 April 
10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man 
11.30am       ‘The Mysteries of Evil’ 
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 9 April 
10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man  - Luke 23: 13-32 
11.30am       ‘The Mysteries of Evil’ 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 10 April 
10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man  - John 19: 1-15 
11.30am     ‘The Mysteries of Evil’ 
  2.00pm     Vigil with 7 sayings from the Cross 
  2.45pm     Close of Day Service 
 
HOLY SATURDAY 11 April 
10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man  - John 19: 16-42 
11.30am       Preparing our church for Easter 
 

       



 

       EASTER 
 
EASTER SUNDAY  12 April - EASTER 
  9.45am       Prayer Circle 
10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man – Mark 16: 1-8 
11.30am      ‘THE BLESSINGS OF EASTER:   JOY’  

 
Wednesday 15 April 
10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am      Gospel Study – The Revelation of John 

 
Sunday 19 April - EASTER 
  9.45am      Prayer Circle 
10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man  - John 20: 19-31 
11.30am      ‘THE BLESSINGS OF EASTER: PEACE’ 
 

Wednesday 22 April 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Gospel Study - The Book of Revelation 

 
 Sunday 26 April - EASTER 

            9.45am      Prayer Circle 
10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man  - John 10: 1-16 

          11.30am     ‘THE BLESSINGS OF EASTER:  LOVE’  
 

Wednesday 29 April 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Gospel Study – The Book of Revelation 

 
          Sunday 3 May - EASTER 
          9.45am      Prayer Circle 

 10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man  - John 15: 1-27 
          11.30am     Meeting of Members and Friends 
 

Wednesday 6 May 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Gospel Study – The Book of Revelation 

  
 ‘THE PRIESTHOOD OF ALL WITHIN THE NEW MYSTERIES:   MONTHLY SEMINARS 
        

         Friday May 8 
         5.30pm Dinner and evening program 

                       
        Saturday May 9   

                       9.30am    The Act of Consecration of Man    
      
 Sunday 10 May - EASTER 
            9.45am      Prayer Circle 
        10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man  - John 16: 1-33 
        11.30am     open space to be filled by colleagues from Australia 
        

       Monday 11 May   
       2.00pm  Proseminar ends  
 

 
REGIONAL SYNOD:      Monday 11 May until FRIDAY 15 MAY 



PLEASE NOTE:   THERE WILL NOT BE A SERVICE ON WEDNESDAY 13 MAY 
 

 
 
Sunday 17 May - EASTER 

          9.45am      Prayer Circle 
 10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man  - John 14: 1-31 

          11.30am     Study of our Epistles   

 Wednesday 20 May 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Gospel Study – The Book of Revelation 
  
               ASCENSION 
 

Thursday 21 May - ASCENSION 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  - John 16: 24-33 

 

  Followed by morning tea and conversation 

           Sunday 24 May - ASCENSION 
            9.45am      Prayer Circle 

        
10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man  - John 16: 24-33 

        
11.30am      In conversation with one another:  ‘Heavenly Forces at work upon Earth’ 

  Wednesday 27 May 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Gospel Study – The Book of Revelation 
 

 

As a friend and student of Liane Collot d’Herbois, 
Neeltje was well known to many of us as a leader 
of a painting school in Auckland.  Her works are 
widely renowned and sought after, and have sold 
for prices well above $1,000.

One of the few remaining charcoal paintings in the 
country has now been donated, to be sold in 
support of The Christian Community in Manila.  
The Manila community is preparing to purchase 
land on which to build their first church.  A square 
metre of land is equivalent to NZ$33.50.  
This is a unique opportunity to secure an original 
artwork by Neeltje, and support the founding of 
The Christian Community in Manila.  How many 
square metres would you like to donate?  
Please send your bid to hartmutborries@gmail.com

Starting bid is 30 square metres.  Auction closes 
Easter Monday, April 13 at 1pm.

ART AUCTION:  CHARCOAL PAINTING BY NEELTJE PRIOR-BOLLEN 
Born in Amsterdam on October 9, 1941, Died in Auckland February 6, 2017

mailto:hartmutborries@gmail.com

