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Dear Members and Friends of The Christian Community in New Zealand,

This brief letter comes with heartfelt greetings for Advent, and the ever renewing trust that 
Christ will be born again in our hoping human hearts each day (in the least), something we can 
be especially open to during Christmastime. 

During the past year in April, as you know, Cheryl Prigg was inducted into the Auckland (and 
therefore New Zealand) congregations.  This meant that a long held goal was achieved, that of 
having another full-time working priest in New Zealand.  Cheryl has visited all of our congre-
gations and the orientation phase of her priesthood has been well supported and gone well.  
Members and friends have welcomed her, and she has brought goodwill to wherever she is.   
Part of consolidating this step has been the opportunity and necessity of her taking on a 
contract to be a mentor to teachers in a Steiner School in the Auckland area 2 days per week in 
2020 – opportunity, in that it is outreach work and Cheryl is a highly trained and experienced 
Waldorf teacher; necessity, in that the national account from which the priests are paid, is 
running a deficit again and we need to now afford two full-time priests.  The income from her 
work will be paid directly into the national account.  This double edged contract with opportu-
nity and necessity means that Cheryl will have a full schedule with congregational work, travel 
to filial communities and mentoring teachers.  Our working together as priests and members 
and friends is the pulse of our Community life, and we are all doing what we can to sustain and 
strengthen our religious impulse, an impulse for Life.  

During the November Synod at Harmony (Mittagong, NSW, Aust.) it became apparent that in 
2020 Hartmut Borries must take a break from travelling.  He needs regularity and rhythm and 
time to heal some health issues.  We decided that he will be working only from Auckland and 
visits to congregations will be shared by Cheryl Prigg and Elke Baublies.  Our Australia-New 
Zealand Synod meetings will be in Auckland in May and October.  It is possible that another 
priest will visit and stay in New Zealand during the year for some months, but this is yet to be 
confirmed.    

For the past 7 years, ProSeminary retreats have been happening in Australia with a programme 
developed by Lisa Devine and Martin Samson.  Ordained priests Ioanna Panagiotopoulos and 
Cheryl Prigg both began their training in this ProSeminary and things have progressed so that 
the ongoing course has been recognised by the priest leadership in Berlin as a part-time priest 
training in our region.  Vicke von Behr (Erzoberlenker of The Christian Community) was the 
key-note presenter at a 4 day course held before the recent November Synod and Hartmut, 
Cheryl P and Leslie Waite participated and contributed.  With such positive developments in 
the ProSeminary in Australia we want to do something similar here in Auckland, New 
Zealand.  There will be monthly meetings beginning in February with the theme "The priest-
hood of all within the New Mysteries."  Everyone interested can contact Hartmut for more 
information and to register.

So again, with many blessings and in gratitude for our Community Life,

Cheryl Nekvapil
Lenker for Australia-New Zealand

12th December 2019  

http://www.thechristiancommunity.net/
http://www.thechristiancommunity.net/


Dear Members and Friends of our New Zealand Communities

Dear members and friends of our Christian Communities in New Zealand,
2019 has been the most incredible year.  In some ways it seems like such a long time ago when I look 
back to the end of March when I was ordained in Spring Valley, New York State.  

As this year progressed and my new life has unfolded, I have had the opportunity to experience anew the 
revelation of our most beautiful Epistles, and develop a deeper relationship to the Christian year by 
celebrating in the very beautiful colours of the festivals and seasons.

It has also been such a wonderful time to begin working in New Zealand, as I have had the opportunity to 
celebrate the 30th anniversary of the founding of The Christian Community with you.  This anniversary, 
combining with the coming 100th celebration of the founding of our movement in Dornach at the 
Goetheanum in 2022, means whispers of new impulses in our region and around the world are beginning 
to be heard.   As we hear in our Advent epistle: ‘Become, it speaks’ – which is the call to us all from the 
future to imagine not only our best selves, but also discern how we can be of service to others and to our 
wider communities.  The next few years are going to be particularly interesting as we continue to wonder, 
imagine and form ideas for our future working into the world.

It has been a delight to meet and begin to develop relationships with you all and learn the different 
rhythms of each of our communities here in New Zealand.   I am very much looking forward to travelling 
around the country as much as I can in the coming year, to continue to live more and more consciously 
with the ever-renewing heavenly forces upon earth.
With all the wonders of the season,

         Cheryl Prigg

THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY SUMMER CAMP 7-12 JANUARY 2020
The Stars and Us – shining and beholding

Catherine Hayes will be running an art workshop at the camp using collage (and paint etc) to make a kind of 
vision board for our spiritual/physical life (or perhaps a biography). She asks if you can please bring 
scissors and glue sticks if you are planning to come and also magazines/images for collage. Even if you 
won’t be at the art workshop or the camp, it would be great if you could please give to someone who will be 
coming a variety of good quality magazines so that we have a good pool of images to choose from. Many 
thanks.

               The river never drinks its own water.
               The tree never tastes its own fruit.
               The field never consumes its own harvest.
               They selflessly strive for the well being
               of all those round them.
                                                       Proverb, Rajasthan

Only your donations to The Christian
Community make our work possible.
We are most grateful for your support.
A regular monthly donation is best …

The bank details are: 
The ChristianCommunity Inc.

Bank: Westpac Branch: Remuera
Account: 03 0259 011273004



 

NEWS FROM THE REGION... 
 
Auckland 
 
Looking back on the year we have to report that our monthly deficit is still more than $1000, despite being 
very conscious of keeping costs low. 
As a result, we have had to cut back on the contributions the Auckland community makes to the National 
Fund, from which the priests are paid. 
Our goal is to eliminate our deficit in the coming year, and increase the number of regular donors. Every 
contribution makes a difference. 

Peter Sargent 
 
 
Christchurch 
 
In discussions on renewal for our community at this time, our group in Christchurch came up with an urgent 
feeling that "The Christian Community" is not necessarily the right name for our movement! There is no 
thought of course of changing any words of ritual or anything like that.  The ritual words speak to our 
current consciousness, and as Rudolf Steiner said, we will find they are right for the Michael Age.  
But not all translations are equal. Our name, "The Christian Community" sounds abrupt, inelegant, and 
exclusive in English.  As though we are the only ones with ownership of the truth. And it does not even tell 
what we are really about, or how we are different from any other christian communities of which there are 
many, as you all may know.  Furthermore, we have a particular difficulty in Canterbury, because there is 
The Christian Community in Gloriavale, West Coast, now notorious and often exposed in the newspapers as 
fundamentalist, patriarchal, old testament stuff, with a predilection for child sex abuse. It is so awkward here 
that we are driven to using different titles to explain ourselves anyway.  
I note that Peter Selg refers in his writings to "The Movement for Religious Renewal" quite naturally, or 
"The Christian Renewal Movement", or other permutations, which roll off the English tongue much more 
readily and actually enlighten others on what we are about, and are inviting of exploration. 
I urge us to consider this matter so that we may grow. –  

Margaret Snowdon. 
 
 
Hawkes Bay 
 
With our last visit from Cheryl we celebrated 30 years of The Christian Community in Hawkes Bay, even 
though it had been pioneering for quite some years beforehand. Many people where named (who sadly are 
no longer with us), who played a large part in the beginnings of the C.C. here. Looking back at some 
archives of photos taken, many memories of so many special occasions arose, and showed how blessed we 
are. And yes on a total different note, blessed we were after a recent break in to Rangimarie where 
everything to do with the celebrating services was taken and within a few weeks everything was again found 
and returned, including the Chalice ! We look forward to Advent and Christmas, and in the new year the 
camp. Anyone visiting the Hawkes Bay please feel free to contact us, we have plenty of space for campers 
out the back on our large section, for a donation towards the Christian Community and up keep of 
Rangimarie. Many Greetings to you all,  
                      Martin Mallow  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY AUCKLAND  
           Program: December 2019 – January - February 2020 

      ADVENT – CHRISTMAS – EPIPHANY - TRINITY 
      Services & events are at: The Church - 10 Rawhiti Rd, One Tree Hill – Tel: 525 2305 

 
       

ADVENT 
 

Sunday 15 December - ADVENT 
  9.45am Prayer Circle 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  1 Tessalonians 5:1-8, 23,24 
 

Wednesday 18 December 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.15am  Gospel Study – The Book of Revelation 

 
 Saturday 21 December 
   4.30pm            Preparing for the Sacrament of Baptism in The Christian Community 

Please invite everyone  – parents, godparents, grandparents – who may be interested in blessing their 
children - for blessings must be shared ! 

 
Sunday 22 December - ADVENT 
  9.45am Prayer Circle 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man 1 Tessalonians 5:1-8, 23,24 
11.30am  Baptism of OLIVER ALEXANDER EICHBLATT 
Followed by a shared lunch in the church garden.  Please come and share this special occasion with Nadine, 
Justin and their family. 
 

 
CHRISTMAS 

 
CHRISTMAS COURSE:   ‘IMAGINATION, INSPIRATION AND INTUITION IN OUR RELIGIOUS LIFE’ 

 
 
Wednesday 25 December – CHRISTMAS DAY 
00.01am  The Christmas Midnight Celebration of The Act of Consecration of Man    Matthew 1: 1-25 
   8.00am  The Christmas Dawn Celebration of The Act of Consecration of Man           Luke2: 1-20 
 10.00am  The Christmas Morning Celebration of The Act of Consecration of Man      John 21: 15-25 
  Followed by shared morning tea 
 
 
 

Thursday 26 December 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.15am  Christmas Course I 
 
Friday 27 December 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.15am  Christmas Course II 



 

 
  
 

Saturday 28 December 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.15am  Christmas Course III 

 
 Sunday 29 December 

10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Christmas Course IV 

 
 Monday 30 December 
 10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  

11.15am  Christmas Course V 
 

Tuesday 31 December – NEW YEAR’S EVE 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.15am   Christmas Course VI 
5.30pm  New Year’s Eve Celebration –  
 PERSONAL AND WORLD DESTINY  

We will begin with a potluck dinner  
and afterwards continue in conversation to explore the theme.  

8.00pm Close of Day Service  
 

Wednesday 1 January 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.15am  Christmas Course VII 

 
Sunday 5 January   
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.15am  ‘The Epiphany of Christ: Then and Now’ 
 

 
EPIPHANY 

 
Monday 6 January - EPIPHANY  
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man - Matthew 2: 1-12  

 
Summer Family Camp from Tuesday 7th  – Sunday 12th  January 2020 

 
Sunday 19 January - EPIPHANY  

          9.45am  Prayer Circle 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man - Luke 
11.00am Morning tea 

 
Sunday 26 January - EPIPHANY 

           9.45am  Prayer Circle 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man – John 
11.00am      Morning tea 

        11.30am       Maintenance of our building and grounds 
  
         

Sunday 2 February – EPIPHANY 
           9.45am Prayer Circle 
         10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  



 

         11.30am New Community Impulse: ‘Caring for those who have died’ 
           Please come and share your ideas, enthusiasm and skills.  

 
 
 

Wednesday 5 February 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.15am  Gospel Study – The Book of Revelation 
 
   
     TRINITY 

 
         Sunday 9 February – TRINITY 
          9.45am Prayer Circle 
        10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man - Luke 8: 1-18   
        11.30am New Community Impulse II: ‘Preparing for Death’ 
 

Wednesday 12 February 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.15am  Gospel Study – The Book of Revelation 
 

         Sunday 16 February - TRINITY 
          9.45am Prayer Circle 
        10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man - Luke 18: 18-34 
        11.30am New Community Impulse III: ‘After Death Care’ 
  

Wednesday 19 February 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.15am  Gospel Study – The Book of Revelation 
 

         Sunday 23 February - TRINITY 
          9.45am Prayer Circle 
        10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man - Luke 18: 18-34 
        11.30am Annual General Meeting of the Auckland Community 

 
Wednesday 26 February 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.15am  Gospel Study – The Book of Revelation 

 
           Friday 28 February:  Weekend of National Council Meetings 
 6pm       Dinner 
             Followed by meetings 
 
           Saturday 29 February 
 8.30am   The Act of Consecration of Man 
    Followed by meetings 
    
         Sunday 1 March - TRINITY 

10.00am    The Act of Consecration of Man 
11.30am    National AGM with report by our Lenker Cheryl Nekvapil 

 
 
 
 
 

LOOKING FORWARD…… 
 
From Thursday December 26th to Wednesday January 1st 
 
CHRISTMAS COURSE:  ‘Cultivating Imagination, Inspiration and Intuition 
in our Religious Practice’ 


