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Peter Patterson  817 8360 
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Kevin Coffey 09 816 9272 
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Priests away from Auckland: 
Hartmut:  
6/9-7/9       in Nelson 
3/10-6/10  in Christchurch 
24/10-4/11 in Manila 
14-17/11 in Christchruch 

Cheryl:  

13-15/9  in Hawkes Bay

8-10/11  in Hawkes Bay
11-13/10  in Christchruch

20/11-3/12  in Sydney

 

20-29/11 in Sydney

 
 

Dear Members and Friends of our New Zealand Communities

The 29th of September will this year be a Sunday, so that we can celebrate Michaelmas on the 
very day which is dedicated to the guiding angel of our time.  It will also be the 30th 
anniversary of the founding of The Christian Community in New Zealand.  It is therefore 
quite wonderful that Vicke von Behr who is the leader of our worldwide Christian 
Community, is going to visit us once more this year.  Since he has been to Auckland on his 
first visit, he will this time go to Christchurch.  We all are invited to join him there for a 
weekend on the theme of the “New Mysteries”.  This is perhaps the most significant point of 
difference we have to other churches.  In The Christian Community we strive to combine 
secret mystery traditions of spiritual development with religious practice available to every 
seeking individual.  All of this built on the foundation of personal responsibility and freedom.  
For more information regarding the weekend with Vicke von Behr please keep reading this 
newsletter.  There you will also find a poster about our Summer camp.  Please take advantage 
of our early bird booking prices and join us in the shadow of the three volcanoes for some 
joyful, creative and fulfilling holidays in Tongariro National Park.  
Spring is coming and the birds are building their nests.  On my walks with the dog I can 
observe them; nine white spoon bills wading through the water, far enough away not to be 
disturbed by an overexcited puppy dog; king fishers quietly sitting on the lookout until 
suddenly, their turquoise blue wings flashing in the sun light, they dart across the shore, 
picking up some tiny creature, left exposed by the retreating sea.  Grey warblers whistling 
their playful tune, a tui and a thrush.  And then there is the rasping sound of the grey heron.  I 
look up to discover them high above me in a tall pine tree, greeting one another.  One was 
sitting on some twigs loosely put together at the end of an almost horizontal branch.  The 
other is arriving with a twig in its beak.  Welcomed by his partner who is getting up from the 
nest he hands the twig over and she adds it to the nest.  Team work between husband and 
wife; giving and receiving after first having greeted one another.  How very beautiful in its 
simplicity and meaning.  I am standing quietly to watch and wonder.  
In the evening I can still see and hear how they were greeting one another and how they used 
their long beak to give and receive the twig that became part of their nest.  Falling asleep at 
night I am still wondering: When I am greeted by the angel, I lose my breath and look up.  
“You know me?”  Yes, of course, and much better than I know myself.  “And why have you 
come?  What do you bring?”  An angel always comes with a gift.  “Receive” he said and gave 
me courage.  You will need it to fill the holes that you have caused.  He showed them to me.  
In the web of life that we have been weaving together, I could now see them clearly: holes.  
“How could this happen?”  “Each time you were meeting with someone while being absent, 
you left a hole,” he said.  “Learn to show yourself.  Have courage to become more truthful 
and present.”  
Speaking about courage, there is still something else I need to share with you.  At our last 
national council meeting at the end of July people must have felt the cold more than usual.  As 
a consequence the decision was taken to renew the heating of our church in Auckland.  This 
will cost us some $11,000 and will create a big hole in our accounts.  However, I cannot tell 
you how grateful we are for this decision.  While I am writing to you the electrician is 
working on the project and by Sunday we will be able to heat the church so that also those 
who are not well enough to brace the cold using our blankets, will from now on be able to 
come and feel warmed through from within as well as without.  
With the very best wishes for the coming weeks and months

Hartmut Borries 

http://www.thechristiancommunity.net/
http://www.thechristiancommunity.net/


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PROGRAM  FOR the WEEKEND WITH VICKE von BEHR:

THE NEW MYSTERIES for the 21st century: 
Renewal of SACRAMENTALISM AND COMMUNITY

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 15
4.30pm Registration, tea and coffee
6.00pm Dinner
7.30pm Talk I by Vicke von Behr
8.45pm Close of Day Service

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 16
9am The Act of Consecration of Man
10.00–10.45am Morning tea
10.45-12.45pm Talk II by Vicke von Behr, followed by question time

1.00pm  Lunch
3.00pm Afternoon tea
3.30-5.00pm Workshops
6.00pm Dinner
7.30pm Talk III by Vicke von Behr 
8.45pm Close of Day Service

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 17
10am The Act of Consecration of Man
11am Morning tea
11.30- 1pm Talk IV by Vicke von Behr and close
1pm Light lunch



These changes offer our small community an opportunity to engage the will required to maintain and grow. 
Lesley has been approached by Hartmut to begin the training towards a ‘Working Priest’; a new category of 
priest that it is hoped will support those smaller communities that are not able to financially carry a full-time 
priest. Lesley began her first workshop in this training at the end of July.

The Wellington committee and its ‘carers’ (Marcia and Trevor Pollock), on behalf of the small community, 
are very appreciative of the visits made and offered for this year. A wonderful incentive to grow our 
numbers and financial contribution towards the whole!

Lesley Waite
Hawkes Bay

For a year now we have been blessed with services once a month exchanging back and forth from Hartmut 
and Elke. These weekends were well attended and much appreciated. Between visits regular devotional 
gatherings were held.
For Hartmut’s visit in May, the confirmation service and two Christenings were held. It was a wonderful 
weekend.
Shortly afterwards, very suddenly, Mirjam Stevens one of our long standing Members, passed away and 
Hartmut was once again with us for her funeral.
Just before her passing a fundraising concert had been held which Marian had once again organised. As 
always, a well visited evening and very much enjoyed by all who were there.
A couple of very industrious working bees took place, with some serious cleaning up happening around 
Rangimarie.
Then most recently, we had the visit from Hartmut and Cheryl Prigg. This was such a wonderful occasion 
for the community to meet with the newly ordained Priest.
Rangimarie requires ongoing maintenance, with jobs becoming bigger. With no one volunteering for these 
bigger jobs, we may soon face some big out goings in the near future.
On behalf of the committee and council,

Best wishes Martin Mallow

 

               The river never drinks its own water.
               The tree never tastes its own fruit.
               The field never consumes its own harvest.
               They selflessly strive for the well being
               of all those round them.
                                                       Proverb, Rajasthan

Only your donations to The Christian
Community make our work possible.
We are most grateful for your support.
A regular monthly donation is best …

The bank details are: 
The ChristianCommunity Inc.

Bank: Westpac Branch: Remuera
Account: 03 0259 011273004

 

 
NEWS FROM THE REGION...

Wellington

The year began with much promise!  Visits in February, May, July and September were organized early in 
the year. Since then, with Cheryl Prigg’s arrival and Hartmut’s offer to provide a service in June, we will 
have 6 ‘weekends’ during the year with sacraments available. This is felt to be a very generous offer by the 
available New Zealand priests!

The property that the Wellington community has used for services for several years has now been sold, with 
the date of settlement being 1st November this year. This has led to considering a number of possibilities, all 
of which will most likely require rent. We have not had to pay rent for the Petone property that we have used 
over these last several years. The storage and movement of all the articles and vestments for services also 
needs careful consideration. 



 

Are you interested in finding out more about The Christian Community -
Movement for Religious Renewal?

Are you thinking of perhaps attending the Seminary now situated in 
Toronto, Canada?

Hartmut Borries and Cheryl Prigg are working with those interested from New Zealand, who may also join 
with those in Australia who have an interest in ‘pro-seminar’ study.

There will be an opportunity to meet for long weekends in New Zealand, and in Australia, over this next 
year. Study may also be coordinated in the different centres where we have congregations based in New 
Zealand: Auckland, Hawkes Bay, Wellington and Christchurch.

The Australian gatherings are held at The Harmony Retreat Centre in Mittagong, just over an hour south of
Sydney (by train or car).

We work with Prayer, study lectures by Dr Steiner to the founders of the church in 1921-1922, and other 
relevant lectures. We practise speech, writing sermons, study the Gospels and weekly Gospel readings. And 
we get to know one another as ‘colleagues in community’ within our church!

If any or all of this interests you, please let Hartmut and/or Cheryl know. We look forward to meeting you 
and sharing your interest!

hartmutborries@gmail.com cheryl.n.p@gmail.com

THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY SUMMER CAMP 7-12 JANUARY 2020
The Stars and Us – shining and beholding

"Catherine Hayes will be running an art workshop at the camp using collage ( and paint etc) to make a kind 
of vision board for our spiritual/physical life ( or perhaps a biography). She asks if you can please bring 
scissors and glue sticks if you are planning to come and also magazines/images for collage. Even if you 
wont be at the art workshop or the camp , it would be great if you could please give to someone who will be 
coming , a variety of good quality magazines so that we have a good pool of images to choose from. Many 
thanks"

                 

LOOKING FORWARD……

From Thursday December 26th to Wednesday January 1st

CHRISTMAS COURSE:  ‘Cultivating Imagination, Inspiration and Intuition 
in our Religious Practice’

mailto:hartmutborries@gmail.com
mailto:cheryl.n.p@gmail.com


 

 

 
 THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY AUCKLAND  
  Program: September – October - November – early December 2019 

TRINITY – MICHAELMAS – TRINITY - ADVENT 
 

    Services & events are at: The Church - 10 Rawhiti Road, One Tree Hill – Tel: 525 2305 
      
                      

 Friday 6 September 
5 – 7.30pm  Youth Group Meeting         

  
          Sunday 8 September - TRINITY 
          9.45am     Prayer Circle  

10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man (Luke 17: 5-24) 
         11.30am     ‘The Mysteries of Life as our Great Initiator I’   
 

Wednesday 11 September 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Gospel Study 

 
          Sunday 15 September - TRINITY 
               9.45am     Prayer Circle 

10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man (Matthew 6: 19-34) 
        11.30am     Extended morning tea – in conversation with one another  

      
Wednesday 18 September 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Gospel Study 
 
Friday 20 September 
5 – 7.30pm   Youth Group Meeting 
 

 Sunday 22 September  – TRINITY 
       9.45am     Prayer Circle  

10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man (Luke 7: 11-17) 
 11.30am     ‘Being Confirmed’ – a meeting for interested parents and young people  

 
Wednesday 25 September 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Gospel Study 
 

              
 
 

  MICHAELMAS 
 

 

                        Michaelmas Youth Camp: 27 – 29 September.   
     There is an exciting program in the making, including a performance for the Michaelmas Festival                                                              



 

 
 

Sunday 29 September - MICHAELMAS 
  9.45am     Prayer Circle  
10.00am    The Act of Consecration of Man (Matthew 22: 1-14) 

        11.15am    Sunday Service for Children 
  11.45am    Michaelmas and 30th anniversary celebration 
        Please bring festive food to share    

 
Wednesday 2 October 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Gospel  Study 

 
       Sunday 6 October - MICHAELMAS 
         9.45am    Prayer Circle  

10.00am    The Act of Consecration of Man (Matthew 25: 1-13) 
        11.30am    ‘The Mysteries of Life as our Great Initiator II’  
 

Wednesday 9 October 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man (Michaelmas) 
11.30am  Gospel Study 

 
          Sunday 13 October - MICHAELMAS 
             9.45am      Prayer Circle 

10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man (Ephesians 6: 10-20) 
          11.30am       ‘Consciousness and Matter – how do we effect the world around us I ?’  
 

Wednesday 16 October 
10.00am   The Act of Consecration of Man (Michaelmas) 
11.30am   Gospel Study 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday 20 October - MICHAELMAS 
  9.45am      Prayer Circle 
10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man (Revelation 12: 1-12) 
11.30am     ‘Consciousness and matter – how do we effect the world around us II ?’ 

 
 Wednesday 23 October 

          10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man 
          11.30am     Gospel  Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                          OUR BIOGRAPHIES: ‘A Matter of Life and Death’ 19- 20 October 
7.30pm Friday:        Life signatures - an expression of longing and future calling.      
9.00pm                     Close of Day 
9.00am Saturday:   The Act of Consecration of Man followed by morning tea 
10.30 – 12noon       Sharing Biographies – a way to help on both sides of the threshold 
     



 

 
TRINITY 

 
Sunday 27 October - TRINITY 
  9.45am      Prayer  Circle 
10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man (Revelation 19: 11-16) 
11.30am      Extended morning tea – in conversation with one another 
 

Wednesday  30 October 
10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am      Gospel Study        

 
Sunday 3 November - TRINITY 
  9.45am      Prayer Circle 
10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man (Revelation 4: 1-11) 
11.30am       All Soul’s Day: ‘Remembering those who have died’ 

 
Wednesday 6 November 
10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am      Gospel Study 

 
Sunday 10 November – TRINITY 
  9.45am      Prayer Circle 
10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man (Revelation 7: 9-17) 
11.30am      ‘Artificial Intelligence, Virtual Reality and how to protect our Humanity’ 

       
Wednesday 13 November 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Gospel Study 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Sunday 17 November  - TRINITY 
   9.45am     Prayer Circle 

           10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man (Revelation 14: 1-13)  
          11.30am     ‘5G Update: Technology and Religious Life’ with Kevin Coffey 

 
Wednesday 20 November 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Gospel Study 

 
          Sunday 24 November – TRINITY 
   9.45am     Prayer Circle 
        10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man (Revelation 21: 1-8)  
         11.30am     ‘Preparation: The Epistle for Advent’ with Kevin Coffey   
 

Wednesday 27 November 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Gospel Study 

                          A WEEKEND WITH VICKE von BEHR: 
THE NEW MYSTERIES:  SACRAMENTALISM AND THE NEW COMMUNITY 
 
When:    Friday 15 November – Sunday 17 November 
Where:   Christchurch Rudolf Steiner School, 19 Ombersley Terrace, Opawa 
                  *******See flier in this newsletter******* 



 

ADVENT 
  

 Sunday 1 December – ADVENT    
   9.45am        Prayer Circle 
 10.00am       The Act of Consecration of Man (Luke 21:25-36) 
 11.30am       Festival  - 1st Sunday of Advent 
          Please bring festive lunch to share  
   
  Wednesday 4 December  
  10.00am   The Act of Consecration of Man 
  11.30am    Gospel Study           

 Sunday 8 December – ADVENT 
                 9.45am        Prayer Circle 
 10.00am        The Act of Consecration of Man (Luke 21: 25-36) 
 11.30am        Festival – 2nd Sunday of Advent 

 
Wednesday 11 December 
10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man 
11.30am      Gospel Study 
    
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  


