
 

Dear Members and Friends of our New Zealand Communities 

 

Where on Earth is Heaven?  This is the question that has everything to do with 

Ascension.  Ascension is perhaps the most unknown and misunderstood 

Christian festival.  Forty days after Easter, Christ led his disciples up a 

mountain blessing them and expanding further and further until they could no 

longer perceive Him.  Instead of Him they saw two angels, who revealed to 

them that Christ would return in the same way as He had left, in the realm of 

the clouds.  People thought that Christ had really left to return to His Father and 

that, after death, we may see Him again - provided all goes well and we have 

made the right choices in life.   

While there is some truth in this, as is often the case, the truth has been mixed 

up with confusion and misunderstanding.  Christ did return to his Father, but 

where is the Father God to be found if not here on earth?  Therefore we can ask 

ourselves where on earth heaven is.  But we do not need to wait until after our 

death to find out.  The heavens want to be found by each one of us, while we 

are alive in body, soul and spirit.  Well then, where on earth is heaven?  Surely 

there can only be one answer to this question and that is: here in New Zealand!  

(Some of course may still believe heaven to be in Australia). However, looking 

at the world around us we become aware of all sorts of abuse in our country: 

how people have to work more to earn less and how the pollution of the 

environment continues, to mention just a few of our problems.  This does not 

really look like heaven to me.  But where on earth is it so much better than here 

that the heavens can be found?  The answer is: “Everywhere”!  (Is this 

confusing enough?) 

The heavens can be found everywhere on earth, in other words: Wherever 

Christ reveals Himself.  He is the door through which we enter into heaven.  

Wherever we find Him and unite with Him, there is heaven.  The heavens find 

a home on earth whenever we invite Him into our midst, whenever we invite 

Him into our hearts and communities, whenever we consecrate our lives to the 

Divine, whenever we celebrate the Act of Consecration of Man.    

Dear Friends, with this newsletter we send you greetings from Cheryl Prigg 

who has arrived in Auckland and has found a flat not far from the community.  

She will tell you more about it for herself.  We are now making plans for her to 

visit all our communities in the country.  Our fundraising appeal has been so 

successful that a few donors have given big amounts so that about half of our 

shortfall has been covered.  We do now hope that many of us can make up for 

the other half of our shortfall, so that our work in the country can be based on 

solid foundations.   

We are very much looking forward to seeing you in the coming weeks and 

months 

Hartmut Borries 
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Management Committee of 
the Auckland community: 
Kate Korver 816 8350 
Hartmut Borries 021 259 8555 
Loretto Cairns 027 288 5009 
Peter Sargent 022 067 5085 
Dmitry Pavlenko 021 165 0806 
Chreryl Prigg 021 023 20932 
 

Auckland Treasurer  
Rosser Thornley 07-852 5662 
 

Newsletter/Programme  
Hartmut Borries 09 525 2305 
Chreryl Prigg 021 023 20932 

Servers  
Who would like to organize them? 

Flowers 
Loretto Cairns 636 4774 

Maintenance 
Dmitry Pavlenko 021 165 0806 

Vestry  
Who would like to be in charge? 

Garden  
Peter Sargent 525 2334 
Music  
Peter Patterson  817 8360 
Social Care Coordinator 
Heather McKay 816 9448 
National Council Rep. 
Peter Sargent 525 2334 
 
Priests Working in Auckland  
Hartmut Borries work 5252305 
Cheryl Prigg 021 023 20932 

 
Active Retired Priests 
Kevin Coffey 09 816 9272 
Elke Baublies 06 651 1774 
 
Our Web Site 
www.thechristiancommunity.
net 
 

Priests away from Auckland: 
Hartmut:  
24/5-27/5  in Wellington 
7/6-9/6       in Christchurch 
14/6-15/6  in Wellington 
28/6-8/7    in Manila 
19/7-21/7  in Hawkes Bay 
Cheryl: 
 19/7-21/7  in Hawkes Bay 
15/8-25/8   in Melbourne 
 

http://www.thechristiancommunity.net/
http://www.thechristiancommunity.net/


 

Dear Christian Community 

 

Kia ora!! On March 29 in Spring Valley, my most long held dream became reality, as I was ordained as a 

priest of The Christian Community.  I believe celebrating the sacraments, and living a sacramental life is one 

of the most radical and future-oriented things one can do. 

In these first weeks of being in Auckland, I have had the pleasure of being inducted into my first community 

after a synod with my new and wonderful colleagues, co-celebrated at a Confirmation of 6 delightful young 

people, was present at the first Youth Group Meeting, where the confirmands and friends began planning 

many interesting things, including a Michaelmas Camp at the end of September.  I have met many warm and 

welcoming people in the Auckland congregation, found a place to call home, given my first sermon in 

Auckland and worked on the program for the next months with Hartmut.  It has been a full and inspiring 

beginning.   

Starting in July, I will travel to meet the other communities. I look forward to sharing important moments of 

our life stories together.  Two important themes I look forward to pursuing with you are our important 

biographical moments and looking toward end of life care.  End of life care is not a subject just for the 

elderly or infirmed.  We all need to deeply consider the course our life has taken, is taking, and how that can 

inform our planning for the future.  

When I travel around in the months to come, I would like to begin these ongoing conversations with you.  

Please put the weekend of October 19 and 20 in your calendar.  Information about a workshop and 

presentation with Hartmut and myself will come soon. 

In the meantime, I am so happy to be here and look forward to sharing the sacraments and life in the Land of 

the Long White Cloud with you. 

Cheryl 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Dear Friends and Members of our New Zealand communities 
Thank you very much for the generous and heartening donations that have been received in the last two 
months.  So far, $15,000 of the needed $30,000 has been raised to cover the added costs of another full- 
time priest working in our country.  Please help to reduce this current short fall.   

 
 
 



 

 
NEWS FROM THE REGION... 

 
CHRISTCHURCH 
 
Easter in Christchurch this year felt like a time of resurrection and community, especially as health crises in 
two community members were very much part of that. 
On Maundy Thursday evening we had our traditional silent meal at Peter and Bridget's home. Peter was 
waiting for long-overdue kidney stone treatment, but still did his generous thing with providing the fish. 
Bridget was dealing with a crisis at work that day but still managed to arrive, just in time, and rise to the 
occasion.  Peter is now recovering from his treatment. 
For Easter Sunday we had planned a visit to the beach to see the sun rise. It was a chilly grey morning and 
only one family managed it. But later we met at Heidi's studio for a shared breakfast, Gospel reading, 
singing and craft. 
Next day we heard that Gabi had had a heart attack on Monday morning and was in hospital. Her 
treatment went well and we met at her and István's home on the following Sunday for a Gospel study. It 
was a joyful occasion and a celebration of community and individual resurrection, and during the hospital 
stay and in the following weeks Gabi and family received heartwarming help and support from many 
community members. 
            Paddy Gilgenberg 
 
 
 

THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY SUMMER CAMP 7-12 JANUARY 2020 
The Stars and Us – shining and beholding 

 
Experience the Christian Community Summer Camp: 
A sea of stars by night; a song of tuis at dawn. How about a summer holiday among native Nikau palms and 
Ponga ferns? Come on your own or bring your family and friends – you will enjoy the wealth and beauty of 
creating community.  
No childhood without play; no life without meaning; At our camps we offer artistic activities, study groups, 
music, dance, storytelling and play for all age groups. There is a morning and evening service for those who 
want to deepen their spiritual life. To keep body and soul together there is delicious organic food. Do join 
us for a light filled summer. 
 

 
 

               The river never drinks its own water. 
               The tree never tastes its own fruit. 
               The field never consumes its own harvest. 
               They selflessly strive for the well being 
               of all those round them. 
                                                       Proverb, Rajasthan 
 

  Only your donations to The Christian 

  Community make our work possible. 
  We are most grateful for your support. 
  A regular monthly donation is best … 

 
The bank details are:  

The ChristianCommunity Inc. 
Bank: Westpac Branch: Remuera 

Account: 03 0259 011273004 
 



 

                

THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY AUCKLAND  

      Program: May – June - July – August 2019 

              EASTER – ASCENSION – WHITSUN – TRINITY – ST JOHNS 
 

        Services & events are at: The Church - 10 Rawhiti Rd, One Tree Hill – Tel: 525 2305 

 
     Sunday 26 May - EASTER 
           10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man (John 14: 1-31)  
          11.30am    ‘Sharing our stories’- part 3 

 
Wednesday 29 May 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Preparing for Ascension 

  
 Thursday 30 May - ASCENSION 
 10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man (John 16: 24-33) 
               11.30am             Study of our Ascension Epistle 
  

        Saturday 1 June  
        10.00am – 12.00 noon Working Bee to paint the back wall of the chapel 

           
               Sunday 2 June  - ASCENSION 
        10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man (John 16: 24-33) 
         11.30am The Blessing of Ascension 
 

Wednesday 5 June 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Gospel Study 

 
          Sunday 9 June - WHITSUN 
             10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man (John 14: 23-31) 
               11.30am A Festival of Inspiration: the wonder of language - quotes, poetry and  
                                           music from around the world.   Please bring lunch to share.    
      

Monday 10 June - WHITSUN 
10.00am  Die Menschenweihehandlung - (The Act of Consecration of Man in German) 
 
Tuesday 11 June 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
 
Wednesday 12 June 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man (Trinity - Romans 8: 5-17) 
11.30am  Gospel Study 
 

 Sunday 16 June  – TRINITY 
      10.00am The Act of Consecration of Man (Romans 8: 5-17) 

 11.30am Community Meeting 
 

Wednesday 19 June 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Gospel Study 



 

 
Sunday 23 June - TRINITY 
 10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man (John 3: 1-21) 

        11.30am             Preparing for St. John’s Tide   
 

          ST JOHN’S TIDE 
 

Monday 24 June – ST JOHN’S TIDE 
 10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man (Mark 1: 1-11)  
 11.30am             Study and Conversation about John the Baptist 
 

 
Wednesday 26 June 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man 
11.30am  Gospel Study 

 
       Sunday 30 June – ST JOHN’S TIDE 
        10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man (Mark 1: 1-11) 
                11.30am ‘A celebration of Childhood, Baptism and Becoming’ With a special invitation for those who 

have been baptised, and their Godparents. 
 

Wednesday 3 July 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Gospel Study 

 
          Sunday 7 July – ST JOHN’S TIDE 
          10.00am    The Act of Consecration of Man (Matthew 3: 1-12) 
          11.30am    ‘Elijah and the Birth of Conscience’ 
 

Wednesday 10 July 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Gospel Study 

 
FUNDRAISING PROGRESSIVE DINNER:   SATURDAY, JULY 13.   5pm 
 

Sunday 14 July – ST JOHN’S TIDE 
10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man (John 1: 19-28) 
11.30am     ‘Christ and the Birth of Conscience’ part I 
 
          Wednesday 17 July 
         10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man  
         11.30am     Gospel Study 

 
Sunday 21 July – ST JOHN’S TIDE 
10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man (Mark 8: 27- 37) 
11.30am      Kevin Coffey: Contemplation of the St John’s Tide epistle 

 
         Wednesday  24 July 
         10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man  
         11.30am      Gospel Study 

 
          Saturday  27 July 
          8:30am        The Act of Consecration of Man 
                        Followed by New Zealand Council meetings 
 
 



 

         TRINITY 
 
Sunday 28 July - TRINITY 
10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man (Matthew 7: 1-14) 
11.30am      talk by Hartmut: ‘10 Weeks of Prayer and Metanoia’ 
        Followed by New Zealand Council meetings 
 

Wednesday 31 July 
10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am      Gospel Study 

 
Sunday 4 August - TRINITY 
10.00am      The Act of Consecration of Man (Luke 15: 11-32) 
11.30am      ‘Prayer and Metanoia’ together we continue to explore the theme 

       
Wednesday 7 August 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man 
11.30am  Gospel Study 

 
 Sunday 11 August  - TRINITY 

           10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man (Luke 9: 1-17)  
          11.30am      Members’ Meeting – for members and those who are interested  

 
Wednesday 14 August 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Gospel Study 

 
          Sunday 18 August - TRINITY 
        10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man (Luke 18: 35-43)  
         11.30am      ‘Prayer and Metanoia’ together we continue to explore the theme   
 

Wednesday 21 August 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Gospel Study 

 
          Sunday 25 August - TRINITY 
        10.00am     The Act of Consecration of Man (Mark 7: 31-37) 
         11.30am     Community gardening, followed by a shared lunch  
  

Wednesday 28 August 
10.00am  The Act of Consecration of Man  
11.30am  Gospel Study 
 

    A new program and newsletter will be sent out on Thursday 29 August 
 

COMING EVENTS:  Stay tuned for details….. 
 
MICHAELMAS YOUTH CAMP:   September 27 – 29.   
 
‘OUR BIOGRAPHIES: A matter of life and death’  October 19 – 20.   


